
Minutes
Regular City Council Meeting

City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona 
City Council Chambers, Yuma City Hall 

One City Plaza, Yuma, Arizona
November 1,2023 

5:30 p.m.

Call TO Order
Mayor Nicholls called the City Council meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.

Invocation/Pledge
Joe Avila, Community Christian Church, gave the invocation. Robin Wilson, Procurement 

Manager, led the City Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call
Councilmembers Present: Morales, Knight, Morris, Shoop, Shelton, and Mayor Nicholls
Councilmembers Absent: Smith

Staffmembers Present: Acting City Administrator, John D. Simonton
Director of Finance, Doug Allen
Director of Parks and Recreation, Eric Urfer
Director of Planning and Neighborhood Services, Alyssa Linville
Assistant Director of Planning and Neighborhood Services, Jennifer Albers
Assistant City Attorney, John LeSueur
Various Department Heads or their representative
City Attorney, Richard W. Files
City Clerk, Lynda L. Bushong

Final Call
Mayor Nicholls made a final call for the submission of Speaker Request Forms for agenda related 

items from members of the audience.

Presentation
Douglas Allen, Director of Finance, presented the Quarterly Financial Briefing for the first quarter of 2024.

• Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Budget, Projected and Actual - General Fund
• Expenditures

■ All departments ended FY 2023 under budget.
■ No contingency accounts were used.
■ Total expenditures were 0.17% less than mid-year projections.
■ No recommended changes to the FY 2024 budget from this fiscal year’s results.

♦ Revenues
■ Revenues account for nearly 80% of the general fund
■ Exceeded budget goal for FY 2023
■ Major revenues were $156,634.00, 0.18% more than mid-year projections.
■ Non major revenue was 26% higher than projected.
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Investment Earnings
■ Percentage of interest earnings based on the number of years of investment has been around 

1% over the last few years; in 2023 it jumped to 5% for a single year.
■ The City has a few five-year investments at 1%. With the yield curve changes, two years 

later the investments are still at 1 %. With a total of three years, the market says the 
investment should be at around 4%, resulting in devaluation of investments.

■ The City holds investments until maturity and will not actually see a loss
■ Investment earnings have been rather low over the last few years and then earnings went up a 

bit before COVID. Interest rates then came back down, and investment earnings went up 
significantly in 2023 - the City keeps these earnings.

■ Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) rates were at 1% in FY 2022 and are currently at 
5.4%.

• Arbitrage
■ Arbitrage is the difference between the interest paid by the City to the bond holder(s) and the 

earnings the City receives from investing the bond cash proceeds.
■ Investment earnings at or below the investment yield line, and below the bond yield line are 

unrestricted earnings for the City to be used for project or to repay bonds.
■ Areas below the bond yield line are not earning interest and are called negative arbitrage, 

which means the City has earned less than the maximum it could earn off those bonds.
■ Items above the bond yield line are called positive arbitrage and are subject to rebate from 

the Internal Revenue Service. There are different rules and regulations, as well as exceptions 
that need to be met for these earnings.
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• FY 2024 Financial Status 
■ Major Revenues

■ Major Revenues collected through the first quarter total $43.5 million, which equates 
to 23% of the budget. Per the benchmark the City should be collecting 22%, so the 
City is slightly ahead of that mark.

■ Year over year changes are 12.6%, which also meet the benchmark.
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The Major Revenues from the general fund are ending 8% above the prior quarter for 
FY 2023 and starting FY 2024 13% above the quarter. The majority of that amount is 
coming from State Shared Income Tax.
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The City has been consistent in previous years collecting 19% of the State Shared 
Income Tax in the first quarter. FY 2024 the City is collecting 21% in the first 
quarter, which puts the City on track.

Major Revenues - General Fund
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FY 2024 budget goal of 2.2% City tax increase is being met.
Comparing the 2% Hospitality Tax for FY 2023 to this quarter, the 2% tax revenue is 
9% higher for Restaurants and Bars, and -9.9% for hotels. The hot and extended 
summer may have had some impact for the two categories.
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Total 2% Tax for Parks Is 5.9% higher through the first 3 months of FY 
2024 as compared to FY 2023. The hot and extended summer has 
may have shown impact to the two categories of the 2% Tax.

Overall, FY 2023 Total City 1.7% Taxes are 2.5% or $0.3 million 
more than FY 2023 for the first 3 months of July-Sept. The FY 2024 
Budget Goal of a 2.2% Increase isbeing met.

Sub-Total Recurring tax revenues, in the General, support the City's 
core on-going operations, personnel, small equipment, contracts, 
commodities and debt service

I
"All other" consists of 14 categories primarily driving by 
Commercial Leasing, Equipment rental and Communications 
accounting for most of the activity.

4t-f/silf or Ending cotegories have either been or are at risk of being 
discontinued as taxable activities. The year-over-year change for 
"Food for home consumption" (Grocery) has been stabilizing Last 
fiscalyear FY 2023 recorded a 20% increasecompared to FY 2022. 
Collections from residential rental leasing activities will cease 
midway through FY 2025.

.f'\
Construction revenue is allocated for capitalexpenditures^ri.other 
one-time type purchases,not core operations. This is.ar^ndicator 
of growth in the tax base for future property and sales taxes.'<^b2^
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• State Revenue Sharing
■ State Revenue Sharing needs to stay relevant as the Budget Hearing is coming up soon.

•i

STATE REVENCIE SHARING Slide From FY 2024 
Budget Hearings I

State Shared Revenues are distributed base on population. Initial estimates use prior years population. 
Final estimates with the current population are not available until after the City's budget is adopted. 
COY "rounds down" for its proposed budget to mitigate any decrease in the "final" estimates.

SALES TAX:
• $877,470,000 Statewide
• Yuma FY 2024 Estimate = $14.4 

million: 12% of GF Budget

RISKS:
• State’s economy,
• Yuma/State Population ratio

INCOME TAX:
• Known as Urban Revenue Sharing
• $ 1,564,820,000 State-wide
• Yuma FY 2024 Estimate = $25.5 

million: 22% of GF Budget

RISKS: • / \ 4
• State’s econorhy,^^ / VV
• State Legislation,/
• Yuma/State. Po^latl^^tion

/

• State Shared Income Tax Changes
■ State allocation to cities/towns are up from 15% to 18% of the total income tax in FY 2024.
■ A flat tax of 2.5% will start in the middle of FY 2025 and will be fully implemented in FY 

2026.
o The amount of money the City will be receiving from the State Shared Income Tax 

changes is reserved and put in to a separate account, as it is one-time revenue and 
should not be combined with recurring funds that are received.

Expenditures/Expenses
■ Governmental Funds

o Governmental Funds include:
> General Fund
> Highway User Revenue Fund
> City Road Tax Fund
> Public Safety Tax Fund
> Two Precent Tax Fund

o Total expenditures from the General Fund are at 21 %. For this time of the year if 
expenditures are under 25% the City is on track, 

o Governmental Funds are higher than previous years due to inflationary factors, and 
supply chain delays. The City is receiving vehicles this year that were ordered two or 
three years ago, and vehicles ordered this year will be delivered two to three years 
from now. This trend is likely to continue for several years.
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Enterprise funds
o Enterprise Funds include:

> Water
> Wastewater
> Solid Waste

o The Enterprise Funds spending levels are within the 25% bracket, which meets the 
intended goal.

o Enterprise funds continue consistent revenue growth compared to last year.

ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
■ Obligate hinds by December 31, 2024 (Q2, FY 2025) and spend them by December 31, 2026 

(Q2, FY 2027)
■ Project Budget original amount and amended amount will always stay the same.
■ As projects are completed their budgets are adjusted to meet their expenditures, that 

contingency becomes a hub. Keeping that a positive number is how the other funds stay 
balanced.

■ To date we have spent $7.1 million and have obligated $1.7 million, leaving an available 
balance of $15.9 million.

ARPA (AMERICAN RESCUE PL^N AcY)
The federal government signed the American 
Rescue Plan A:t (ARPA) into law on March 11, 
2021. The program provides support to local 
governments in responding to the economic and 
public health impacts of COVID-19 and to mitigate 
impacts on local communities. All expenditures 
must comply with U.S. Department of Treasury 
requirements.

On April 6, 2022, City Council adopted Resolution 
R2022-012 that approved the City’s ARPA Project 
List, which outlines the City's intended uses for 
the funds. Use of ARPA funding for projects was 
originally adopted in the FY 2023 City Council 
approv^ budget.

I I
14

.....

Recipients must:
W > Obligate funds by December 31.2024 (Q2, FY 2025)

> SpondJhem bv December 31,2026 (Q2, FY 2027)

'W
'■m- I

t:38
Months

Obligate by. December 31,2024 (FY 2025) Spend by December 31,2026 (FY 2027)
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ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
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Discussion
The City Sales Tax slide shows categories that the Finance Department monitors closely because the 
State Legislature looks at those different categories to sometimes make changes during budget 
season. State Income Tax money is a one-time revenue and should not be combined with money 
from the general fund and spent on operations or ongoing things with those resources; that money is 
put in a separate fund. How that money will be used and alternative options to deal with the loss of 
the one-time revenue would be something to discuss at the next budget meeting. 
(Shelton/Allen/Simonton/Mayor Nicholls)
Any room occupied from July to September was included in the hotel revenue, that includes rooms 
for contractors in the area. (Shoop/Allen)

I. Motion Consent Agenda

Motion Consent Agenda Item C.4 — Cooperative Purchase Agreement: Parks Playground Equipment Shade 
Structures (Authorize the purchase, delivery, and installation of two shade structures to Exerplay, 
Cedar Crest, MN, utilizing the Mohave Educational Services Cooperative Purchase Agreement for 
an estimated expenditure of $190,913.86) (CPA-24-108) (Pks & Rec)

Motion (Morales/Knight): To continue the Motion Consent Agenda item C.4/MC 2023-166 to the 
November 15, 2023, Regular Council Meeting. Voice vote: approved 6-0.

Motion Consent Agenda Item C.3 - Cooperative Purchase Agreement: Stewart Vincent Wolfe Playground 
Inclusive Play Project (Authorize the purchase, delivery and installation of inclusive playground 
equipment from Exerplay, Cedar Crest, MN, utilizing the Mohave Educational Services Cooperative 
Purchase Agreement at an estimated expenditure of $223,262.76) (CPA-24-124) (Pks & Rec)
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Urfer provided an update on the Inclusive Play Project at Stewart Vincent Wolf playground, stating that the 
project was started over a year ago when City Council heard a presentation by the Liggett family who 
pointed out that although the park was ADA accessibly, it lacked true inclusive play opportunities. Urfer 
stated that through fundraising and several significant local donations, the project has been completed.

Urfer also spoke about Yuma Regional Medical Center’s contribution to the project and introduced Robert 
Trenschel, President, and CEO of Yuma Regional Medical Center (YRMC), who spoke about the passion 
and importance of the project to the Yuma community and YRMC. Trenschel expressed that it is an honor 
for YRMC to be part of this project and is proud to support the completion of the West Wetlands inclusive 
playground, along with the all-new inclusive playground at the East Mesa Park. Urfer reiterated that YRMC 
will be paying for the three inclusive play pieces at the new East Mesa Park.

Mayor Nicholls thanked everyone who has contributed to the Inclusive Play Project at the Stewart Vincent 
Wolf Playground and the new East Mesa Park.

Motion (Knight/Morales): To approve the Motion Consent Agenda as recommended with the exception of 
item C.4, which will continue at the November 15, 2023, Regular Council Meeting. Voice Vote: approved 
6-0.

A. Approval of minutes of the following City Council meeting(s):

Regular Council Meeting 
Regular Council Meeting

September 20, 2023 
October 17, 2023

B. Executive Session

Executive Sessions may be held at the next regularly scheduled Special Worksession, Regular
Worksession and City Council Meeting for personnel, legal, litigation and real estate matters pursuant
to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 Section A (1), (3), (4), and (7). (City Atty)

C. Approval of Staff Recommendations

1. Declare surplus and award the sale of (175) firearms to the highest responsive and responsible 
offer for a total of $33,741.00 from the following vendors: (I) Kings Firearms, Columbia, TN. 
$2,870.00; (2) Nine Lives Auction, Phoenix, AZ. $30,586.00; and (3) Sprague’s Sports, LLC, 
Yuma, AZ. $285.00 (RFO 23-293) (YPD/Fin)

2. Authorize the purchase of Cisco Network devices, equipment, and licensing utilizing a 
Cooperative Purchase Agreement through the State of Arizona for an estimated total amount of 
$368,215.00 to Advanced Network Management, Inc., Scottsdale, AZ (CPA-24-001) (IT/Fin)

3. Authorize the purchase, delivery and installation of inclusive playground equipment from 
Exerplay, Cedar Crest, MN, utilizing the Mohave Educational Services Cooperative Purchase 
Agreement at an estimated expenditure of $223,262.76 (CPA-24-124) (Pks & Rec/Fin)
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4. Authorize the purchase, delivery, and installation of two shade structures to Exerplay, Cedar 
Crest, MN, utilizing the Mohave Educational Services Cooperative Purchase Agreement for an 
estimated expenditure of $190,913.86 (CPA-24-108) (Pks & Rec/Fin)

5. Authorize a sole source purchase of Badger Water Meters, encoders, and endpoints to replace 
existing water meters at an expenditure of $618,099.62 to; Badger Meter, Milwaukee, WI (SS- 
24-127) (Utl/Fin)

II. Resolution Consent Agenda

Resolution R2023-050 - Acceptance of Greater Yuma Port Authority (GYPA) Distribution (Accept 
GYPA’s proposed distribution of $155,000.00 to each member agency) (Admn)

Motion (Knight/ Morris) to continue Resolution R2023-050 to the December 6, 2023, Regular Council 
Meeting. Voice Vote: approved 6-0.

Councilmember Knight, who also serves as a member of the GYPA Board, explained there are some 
additional details to take care of at the GYPA Executive Board Meeting on November 16, 2023, before 
continuing with Resolution R2023-050.

in. Adoption of Ordinances Consent Agenda

Ordinance 02023-034 - Amendment: Ordinance 02019-037 (Pursuant to A.R.S. § 9-462.01, conduct a 
public hearing to determine compliance with the conditions of approval for rezoning Ordinance 
02019-037, and introduce an ordinance to amend 02019-037 to extend the time to comply with the 
rezoning conditions) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Discussion:
The five-year mark is extended from the original date of approval in 2019. The five-year extension 
adds flexibility and sufficient time to comply with the rezoning conditions, and additional requests 
for extensions will not be necessary. (Mayor Nicholls/Linville)

Motion (Knight^Morris): To adopt the Ordinances Consent Agenda as recommended.

Bushong displayed the following title(s):
Ordinance 02023-034

An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona, amending Ordinance 02019-037 to 
extend the time for compliance with conditions for the rezoning of certain property from the 
Agriculture (AG) District to the Light Industrial (L-I) District and amending the zoning map to 
conform thereto (Extend the deadline from two years to five years to comply with rezoning conditions) 
(Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Roll call vote: adopted 6-0.
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IV. Introduction of Ordinances

Ordinance 02023-035 - Text Amendment: Accessory Dwelling Units (Amend Title 15, Chapter 154, to 
update the placement, size, and height of accessory dwellings) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Discussion:
Morris suggests a clarification on the Ordinance to define 50% of the total square footage of the 
primary residence to include all covered area.
All covered areas include the gross square footage of the structure; this includes everything under a 
roof connected to the structure such as garage, patio, and a front portico. Separate structures like a 
gazebo or shed would not be included. (Knight/Morris/Albers)
50% of the entire covered roof area of the structure is reasonable and gives the homeowners and 
builders more flexibility when building an accessory dwelling unit (ADU), without the unit 
becoming the primary focus of the property. (Morris/Mayor Nicholls)
ADU’s do not require additional parking to be included with the property. Parking is under a 
separate code and any changes need to be done in a separate action. (Shoop/Mayor 
Nicholls/Albers)
Changes to the parking code will be coming soon and the parking situation for ADU’s will be 
discussed at this point. (Simonton)
The height requirement for an ADU addresses two different locations. The maximum allowable 
building height should not exceed the single-family dwelling on site, and ADU’s located above a 
detached garage should not exceed 25 feet. (Mayor Nicholls/Albers)
Some zoning districts have a height limitation for buildings to not exceed 20 feet; ADU’s should not 
exceed the height restriction of the applicable zoning district. (Morris/Albers)

Speakers
• Gary Wright, City resident, asked how ADU’s are compliant with Homeowner Association (HOA) 

restrictions, commercial operations on the property, and homeowner occupancy if the ADU is used 
as a rental property. Albers informs Wright of a deed restriction stating the owner will occupy one 
of the units on the property if the other is used as a rental. Mayor Nicholls informed Wright that 
HOA’s are not impacted by this change, and residents should abide by HOA rules; commercial use 
of an ADU is not allowed due to zoning restrictions.

Motion (Morris/Morales): To amend Ordinance 02023-035 to read in section 1, C (5), B, shall not exceed
50% of total square footage of the entire structure of the primary residence to include all covered area.

Voice Vote: approved 6-0.

Ordinance 2023-036 - Text Amendment: Nursing & Personal Care Facilities and Residential Care Homes 
(Amend Title 15, Chapter 154, of the Yuma City Code to update the definitions and allowable 
zoning districts for Nursing & Personal Care Facilities and Residential Care Homes) (Ping &Nbhd 
Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Discussion:
Gary Wright, City resident, spoke about federal regulations allowing Assisted Living Facilities in 
residential units and asks if the regulation can be amended at the local level. Mayor Nicholls
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informed Wright that if the state passes a law, the City can only be more restrictive, not less 
restrictive.

Ordinance 2023-037 - Yuma City Code Text Amendment: Fireworks (Amend Title 13, Chapter 139 (Yuma 
City Code §§ 139-004 through 139-010, and § 139-009) to comply with the State preemption of the 
regulation of Fireworks and Permissible Consumer Fireworks, and incorporate the amendments 
enacted by Senate Bill 1188, of the Fifty-sixth Legislature, First Regular Session, 2023) (Atty)

Discussion:
• For the City Ordinance to coincide with state law, legal fireworks will not be allowed on Christmas 

day. (Shelton/Files)

Bushong displayed the following title(s):
Ordinance 02023-035

An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona, amending Chapter 154 of the Yuma 
City Code, as amended, relating to zoning regulations to update the placement, size and height 
requirements for accessory dwelling units (Amend Title 15, Chapter 154, Article 15, Section 16 to update 
placement, size and height requirements for accessory dwellings) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Ordinance 02023-036
An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona, amending Chapter 154 of the Yuma 
City Code, as amended, relating to zoning regulations to update the definitions and allowable zoning 
districts for nursing and personal care facilities and residential care homes (Amend to align the City of 
Yuma zoning code with the State of Arizona statues for residential care facilities) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty 
Ping)

Ordinance 02023-037
An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona, amending Title 13, Chapter 139 of the 
Yuma City Code regulating fireworks within the City (Amend Yuma City Code to comply with state 
law) (Atty)

Final Call
Mayor Nicholls made a final call for the submission of Speaker Request Forms from members of 

the audience interested in speaking at the Call to the Public.

V. Public Hearing and Related Items

Resolution R2023-048 - General Plan Amendment: YRMC Yuma East Outpatient Medical Campus
(Following a public hearing, approve the request to amend the City of Yuma General Plan to change 
the land use designation from Mixed Use to Commercial, for the properties located at the southeast 
comer of 24*^ Street and Avenue A) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Mayor Nicholls opened the public hearing at 6:31 p.m.

Albers presented the following information:
• This is request for a General Plan amendment to change land use designation for 9.4 acres from 

Mixed Used to Commercial.
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Noted that the staff report contained an error as this action is a ‘minor’ amendment, not a ‘major’ 
amendment.
Proposed change is for property located at the southeast corner of 24‘^ Street and Avenue A. 
Commercial land use designation will allow for land redevelopment and a B-2 District allowing a 
greater height for new construction; medical offices and related facilities, to include a parking 
garage.
Neighbors attended the neighborhood meeting on 08/02/2023 and expressed concerns about existing 
and future traffic issues on Rosewood Drive.

Speakers
• Alex Laky, non-resident, presented himself as the architecture representative for the Yuma Regional 

Medical Center (YRMC) Yuma East Outpatient Medical Campus project. Laky spoke about 
consolidating existing medical programs at YRMC to the new facility for efficient and improved 
patient care at one location. Laky noted that 13 of the 15 existing buildings in the area are scheduled 
for demolition, to bring new and improved facilities. The remaining buildings will be renovated 
with improvements for a higher level of care.

Motion (Knight/Morris): To close the Public Hearing. Voice vote: approved 6-0. The Public Hearing 
closed at 6:34 p.m.

Discussion
• Expressed support of the project, but would like the traffic concerns of neighbors in the area 

addressed. (Mayor Nicholls)
• Also, expressed support of the project, but stated that Rosewood Drive is currently being used as a 

bypass for traffic on 24‘^ Street, and stated that this issue needs to be mitigated for the future increase 
in traffic flow. (Knight)

Motion (Knight/Morales): To adopt the Resolution Consent Agenda as Recommended.

Bushong displayed the following title(s):

Resolution R2023-048
A resolution of the City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona, amending Resolution R2022-011, the 
City of Yuma 2022 General Plan, to change the land use designation from Mixed Use to Commercial 
for properties located at the southeast corner of 24*'‘ Street and Avenue A (Change the land use 
designation to Commercial for approximately 9.40 acres) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Roll call vote: adopted 6-0

Resolution R2023-049 - General Plan Amendment: YRMC/AWC Medical Education Building (Following 
a public hearing, approve the request to amend the City of Yuma General Plan to change the land 
use designation from Mixed Use to Commercial, for the property located at the northwest comer of 
24‘^ Street and Elks Lane) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty)

Mayor Nicholls opened the Public Hearing at 6:39 p.m.
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Albers presented the following information:
• This is request for a General Plan amendment to change land use designation for 7.2 acres from 

Mixed Used to Commercial
• Proposed change is for property located at the northwest comer of 24‘^ Street and Elks Lane.
• Commercial land use designation will allow for land redevelopment and a B-2 District allowing 

a greater height for new construction; medical offices and related facilities, to include a parking 
garage.

• Applicant intends to redevelop the site and build a medical education building.
• Two neighbors attended the neighborhood meeting on 08/09/2023 and asked questions about the 

construction timeline, the type of development, and noted concerns with construction noise.

Speakers
Alex Lakey, non-resident, presented himself as the architecture representative for YRMC Yuma 
East Outpatient Medical Campus project. Lakey speaks about the partnership between YRMC and 
Arizona Western College and their intent to offer a full course medical education in Yuma that will 
help with retainment of local clinical expertise. The new state of the art building will offer an 
experiential training environment for both simulated and virtual instruction.

Motion (Knight/Morales): To close the Public Hearing. Voice vote: approved 6-0. The Public Hearing
closed at 6:42 p.m.

Discussion
• Expressed support for this project and looks forward to the project being analyzed in conjunction 

with the previous project regarding the traffic flow. (Mayor Nicholls)
• As the project moves forward, a traffic study will be done to identify any impact or necessary 

improvements needed to ease traffic in the area. Existing businesses will be included in the traffic 
study. (Shoop/Mayor Nicholls)

• The anticipated duration of construction for the project is 24 months, provided there are no supply 
chain challenges along the way. Once the contractor is on board with the project, there will be a 
closer look at noise abatement steps that can be taken and those measures will be shared with 
neighbors at a later meeting. (Shelton/Lakey)

Motion (Morris/Knight): To adopt the Resolution Consent Agenda as Recommended.

Bushong displayed the following title(s):

Resolution R2023-049
A resolution of the City Council of the City of Yuma, Arizona, amending resolution R2022-011, the 
City of Yuma 2022 General Plan, to change the land use designation from Mixed Use to Commercial 
for property located at the northwest corner of 24'^ Street and Elks Lane (Change the land use 
designation to Commercial for approximately 7.18 acres) (Ping & Nbhd Svcs/Cmty Ping)

Roll call vote: adopted 6-0
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VI. Variance Appeal - 2475 S. 43*^“ Trail

Motion (Knight/Morris): Move City Council recesses this City Council meeting and reconvenes as a quasi­
judicial body sitting as statutory Board of Adjustment to hear a Variance Appeal. Voice vote: approved 6-0. 
City Council Recessed at 6:48 p.m.

Please see Variance Appeal Minutes, that cover the Variance Appeal, on the City of Yuma website 

City Council Reconvenes at 7:01 p.m.

VII. Appointments, Announcements and Scheduling 

Appointments

Motion (Shoop/Morales): To appoint Virginia Avelar to an initial two-year term expiring December 31, 
2025, on the American with Disability Act (ADA) Advisory Commission. Voice vote: approved 6-0

Announcements

Knight, Morales, Deputy Mayor Morris, and Mayor Nicholls reported on events and meetings they have 
attended during the last two weeks and upcoming events of note.

VIII. Summary of current Events

Simonton reported the following events:
November 7*^ - City of Yuma Special Election
November 9*^ - The 14^^ Annual Water Festival hosted by the utilities department at the Pacific 
Avenue Athletic Complex (PAAC)

Simonton reminded citizens to take part and complete the online survey on the City website for The Parks, 
Arts, Recreation and Trails (PART) Master Plan. In addition, Simonton notified citizen that in observance 
of Veteran’s Day, City Hall would be closed, but there would be no interruption to the City’s trash service. 
Lastly, Simonton informed citizens the Fall Pavement Preservation Project is in effect. Citizens can look at 
the map on the City website to see when the project will be in their neighborhood.

IX. Call to the Public

Richard Maynard, City resident, spoke about volunteering as a representative of Rosewood Drive and 
attend the traffic mitigation meetings for the YRMC Yuma East Outpatient Medical Campus project. 
Maynard has been living on Rosewood Drive for 67 years and feels that his input regarding traffic on this 
street will be beneficial.

Rita Ybarra, City resident, thanked the Mayor and Council for their support of placing speed bumps and 
sidewalks on Rosewood Drive. Ybarra stated there are school busses that come through Rosewood Drive to 
drop off students, including special needs students. Ybarra would like the safety of these students to be 
taken into consideration with the new project development.
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X. Executive Session/Adjournment

There being no further business, Mayor Nicholls adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m. No Executive Session 
was held.
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